
Be An Architect   3-5 
By: Connie Riblet-Hill 

Lesson 

Architecture is to study the science & design of buildings & 
other structures like homes, skyscrapers & stadiums. An  
Architect is someone who designs & draws the plans for 
the buildings. They study different kinds of materials to 
use, areas that are the best to build in & what will make a 
functional building as well as having it look nice too.  
Remember the Three Little Pigs? Each one built the  
perfect house for them but not all of them thought about 
the wolf! Most of the boxes we use every day from our 
kitchen, like cereal boxes, are made of chipboard.  
Chipboard & cardboard are very similar in that they are 
both made from the paper pulp we get from trees & both 
are also recyclable. Did you know the average American 
uses seven trees a year in paper, wood, & other products 
made from trees? Let’s be Architects & build our own little 
house or even a whole neighborhood with empty boxes we 
can find around the house.  

Questions for Students  
What is an Architect? 

What else can you make with boxes before you recycle them? 

If you could build the perfect building, what would it look like?  

If you could build the perfect neighborhood, what would it have in it? 

What is one thing we can do to replace the trees we use every year?  

Please us the Other Resources Page before you start the art project  
 

Materials  
* Empty Boxes 

• Liquid Glue 

• Tape 

• Constriction Paper 

• Toilet/Paper Towel Tubes  

• Scissors 

• Makers/Paint/Crayons/Pencils 

• Junk: Scraps of paper, Pipe Clean-
ers, Plastic Caps, Broken Toys, Yarn 
(Adults Help Gather Stuff) 



Other Learning Resources 
 

Books To Read About Architecture 
Maybe Something Beautiful: How Art Transformed a Neighborhood  

by F. Isabel Campoy & Teresa Howell  

If I Built A House by Chris Van Dusen 

The Three Little Pigs: An Architectural Tale by Steven Guarnaccia 

Last Stop On Market Street by Matt De La Pena 

Iggy Peck Architect by Andrea Beaty  

watch here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6cVOWx0X6I  

 

Videos About Boxes 
How packaging is made: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zoSGvhV3EmU  

The story of a cereal box:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teKhkBnTDBc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL2p-nLTYe8  

 

Videos About Architecture 

Video about Architecture: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvewCudtFZs  

Check out this whole city a class made!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQADPWSdqrs  

More Facts & History About Architecture 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Architecture  
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Instructions 

1. After you have gathered all of your supplies, think 
about what it is you’d like to make & maybe even 
make a drawing about what you want to make.  

2. Start putting your boxes together to make the shapes 
of building you want. You can use multiple boxes to 
create a large building or just use each box to create 
it’s own building & make a whole neighborhood!  

3. Use tape or glue to put the materials together & get 
the structure of your building before you decorate it.  

4. Now you can paint your building or just use the colors 
of the box if you like & just add construction paper or 
use markers to add your own designs to it.  

5. Use other scraps of stuff you find to add the finishing 
touches to your building or neighborhood.  

6. You can also make signs for your building, letting  
everyone know what they are.   

7. Can you make streets, houses, trees, even people?  

8. You are now an Architect!  

9. Optional: Have friends or family members make their 
own buildings to add & create your own neighborhood 
or city/town  together! Be creative & have fun!  


